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v SECRET ,
March 5, 1976

To: Senators Schweiker and Hart

From: Staff

Re: References to FBI Review of Tapes of Oswald's October 1, 1963
' Mexico City Conversation

On February 19, 1976, the staff received a November 23,
1963, Bureau memorandum which Hoover forwarded to President
Johnson under cover letter of even date explaining that the

memorandum set forth "the results of the Bureau's inauiry into

N\

the assassination of President Kennedy and background infor-
mation relative to Lee Harvey Oswald."* 1In relevant part the
memorandum states:

The CIA advised that on October 1, 1963,
an extremely sensitive source had reported
that an individual identified himself as
Lee Oswald, who contacted the Soviet Embassy
in Mexico City inquiring as to any messages.
Special Agents of this Bureau, who have con-
versed with Oswald in\Dallas, Texas, have
observed photographs of the individual referred
to above, and have listened to a recording of
his voice. These special agents are of the
opinion that the above-referred-to individual
was not Lee Harvey Oswald.

You are aware of the significance of this language. You are

also aware that the stated position of "the CIA --as refiected in the
testimony of David Phillips and contemporaneous CIA cables ;—'has alweys
been that the actual tape recording of this conversationvwas erased

sometime in October of 1963. ' N

* A copy of this memorandum is attached at Tab. On February 2,
1976, the Bureau delivered us. a copy of a 11/25/63 Legat Cable-
gram which is attached at Tab, aloncg with the more complete
version that was furnished to us on February 24. You will note
that the references to the Oswald tapes and their erasure on
page two of the cablegram were deleted from the copy we first
received. '
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By letter dated,February‘%Q, 1976, we asked the Bureau
to deliyef "all materials pertaining to the receipt, analysis,
review and present whereabouts of the voice recording" referred
to on page five of Mr. Hoover's report to the President. The
Bureau's response, dated February 24, 1976, stated, “The re-
cording in question was never in the poésession of the FBI and
was not listened to by FBI agents."* Prior to receipt of this
response the staff met with the agents responsible for its
preparation. The agents then showéd us an unexcised copy of
the attached November 23, 1963, teletype from SAC Dallas (Tab)
which advised that "the actual tape from which this transcript
was made has been erased," and the November 25, 1963, cablegram
from Legat to Headquarters whicﬂ in relevant part réads "Tépes‘
obtained by [deletion] here erased after two weeks following
makiﬁg of typewritten transcripts of contents of these tapes.
There appeafs to be some confusion in that no tapes were taken’
to Dallas but only typewritten transcripts supplied by CIA, |
the tapes not being available because they had been erased."”
(Memorandum attached at Tab.)

The staff submits that the matter is not as simple as the
Bureau asserts. Attached at Tab is a Belmont to Sullivan,_Ndvem—
bet 23, 1963, memorandum in which Belmont recounts his 11:50 a.m.

telephone conversation with SAC Gordon Shanklin . In the second -

paragraph, Belmont states:

* A copy of said response is attached hereto at Tab.
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Inasmuch as the Dallas agents who listen-
ed to the tape of the conversation allegedly
of Oswald from the [deletion] and examined
the photographs of the visitor [deletion]
and were of the opinion that neither the
tape nor the photograph pertained to Oswald. . . .
On November 25, 1963--some two days after Dallas cabled the
Bureau that the tapes had been erased--Bureau supervisor
Burt Turner cabled legat stating:
If tapes covering any ‘contacts subject
with Soviet or Cuban embassies available
forward to Bureau for laboratory examination
"and analysis together with transcript.
Include tapes previously reviewed Dallas
if they were returned to you.
As noted. previously, Legat replied later that day to the effect
that the tapes had been erased.
It is unclear as to how Shanklin learned on November 23,
1963, that the Oswald tape had been erased. CIA documents

Bl

reflect that_it was not until after 5 p.m. on November 23, 1963,
that Agency headaguarters cabled its station inﬁﬁexico City

~ inquiring as to whether the original tapes weré available.
David Phillips recalls that this inquiry precipitated CIA sta—.
‘tion's search for the tapes which confirmed the fact that they
had been erased. Agency headquarters was solinformed on November
24, 19A3. |

Neither Gordon Shanklin nor Elbert Rudd [the Spécial Agent

then assigned to Legat, Mexico, who personally aelivered the

alleged Oswald 'photocraph to Dallas on November 22, 19€63] recall

ever having been aware of a tape recording (alleged or otherwise)
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of Oswald's voice.* Shanklin cannot explain the statements

set forth in Belmont's memorandum.

* Telephonic staff interviews of Shanklin and Rudd, on March 4,
1976. Unfortunately, Mr. Belmont cannot be contacted as he has
been seriously ill for quite some time.
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Tiovamber 23, 1963

ATS: \[JSMJ‘ 10 OF PREJIDENT JOHIT &, XENNEDY

SALLAS, TEXAS, NOVEMBIR 22, 1233

Presideat John ¥, Xennedy wwas shot »nd Killed by an
unknown assaiiont af apor O‘(“Il”’“lj 12:30 p. 2., Novawidoer 22, 1833,
in Cailas, Texas, Investigation was immediately instiluted inan
oifort to 1dentﬁy and apprehend the parson responsible ior this ,

assassination,

]
e o

that a susgicious person had entered th:
located about six tenths of 2 mmile from
Zazt 10ta Elreet in Dailas whera d. D. i
Deoartment patrolman had been shot and kille nscut 1
Tificers of he Dallas Police Dapartment nnd FR2I Agenls tonverged
cn the theater and took into cugiody Lee hiwvvey Oswald who

arrest and agiempied to iirs a . 38 caliher revolver which was talien
(rom his person. : '

<

~

o
p

State complainis were filad on Hovember 22, 18343,
charging Oswald with the murder of President Xennedy and
ratr olman Tippitt. - R ‘ A

Investization hag established that Cswald was employed
at the Texas Scheel Pock Dencsitory which has been identifis d as the
building irom which the f'.lt"l shots were fired at the President., A

follow employee siated he tock Cswald to work on the morn g o 1'10 Lnn'*r 32,
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